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J U N E ' S Q U E S T I O N 

Who Is Your Hero? 

A h e r o can be just a b o u t any-
o n e — f o r e x a m p l e , a relative 
or a rock s ta r—who has some 

quali ty or ach ievemen t that inspires 
you . So say the r e s p o n d e n t s to ou r 
J u n e "FaxForum" ques t ion . "Who is 
your hero?" 

Most of o u r r e s p o n d e n t s ' h e r o s 
a re o rd inary p e o p l e wi th ext raordi -
na ry qua l i t i e s . J.J. Gr ie r of Bristol , 
P e n n s y l v a n i a , c i t ed a g r a n d f a t h e r 
w h o w a s t h e ' ' s t a lwar t s u p p o r t of 
t h r e e fami l ies" a n d w h o p o s s e s s e d 
the quali t ies of op t imism, s teadfas t -
ness, and ingenuity. 

Le tha A c k e r , a m e d i c a l l i b r a r y 
t e c h n i c i a n in W a s h i n g t o n , D.C. , 
named a fr iend and business associ-
a t e . Linda K a t h e r y n T u r n q u i s t . f o r 
her "unrelenting love for people and 
for working at being a good citizen." 
A h e r o , says Acker , "is s o m e o n e I 
can send against a foe." 

I r e n e M. W a r d , of C o l u m b u s , 
Ohio , praised the heroic qualities of 
Bever ly Racke t t . "a f o r m e r w e l f a r e 
r e c i p i e n t in a w h e e l c h a i r w h o 
fo rmed a s t rong advocacy organiza-
tion."' Rackett , said Ward, is execu -
tive director of Mobile, an advocacy 
g r o u p for the disabled. "Rackett has 
unlimited energy, an unfailing sense 
of h u m o r , t h e p a t i e n c e of J o b , the 
ability to bring out the best in peo -
ple. the guts to s tand u p against the 
system, the creative ability to parlay 
scarce r e sources to build someth ing 
100 t imes bigger t h a n the next per-
son, very cr isp values , c o n s u m m a t e 
n e t w o r k i n g sk i l l s , a n d s h e is a n 
excellent educator." 

A m o n g t h e q u a l i t i e s that m a k e 
s o m e o n e a h e r o , c o u r a g e r a n k e d 
highest, fo l lowed by the exercise of 
leadership. Achievement and self-sac-
rifice w e r e men t ioned abou t half as 
o f t en . Responden t s a lso praised the 
qualities of honesty, integrity, humil-
ity. and the willingness to share. 

N o o n e c i t ed f a m e o r p o w e r as 
he ro ic qual i t ies , yet s o m e p e o p l e ' s 
nominees have plenty of both. Three 
media stars w e r e m e n t i o n e d : Gar th 
B r o o k s , t h e c o u n t r y - a n d - w e s t e r n 
s i nge r , b e c a u s e "he isn ' t a f r a i d to 
s h o w the wor ld w h o h e is"; O p r a h 
W i n f r e y , t h e TV t a l k - s h o w h o s t , 
b e c a u s e "she o v e r c a m e a lot to be 
s u c c e s s f u l a n d t h e n s h a r e d h e r 
w e a l t h " : a n d a c t r e s s Mary T y l e r 
Moore for such qualities as courage, 
energy, and upholding the truth. 

O n e r e s p o n d e n t ' s h e r o is t h e 
e c o n o m i s t Rober t Reich, n o w U.S. 
Secretary of Labor. Why? "He tells it 
like it is. He brings p e o p l e together 
to m a k e i m p r o v e m e n t s . H e sets an 
e x a m p l e . And h e has a great s e n s e 
of humor." 

Diana Mitchell, w h o works for the 
Orange County. Florida, government , 
praised the heroism of Septima Clark, 
w h o taught literacy and communi ty-
organizing skills in the South before 
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and during the civil-rights movement. 
"She w a s o rgan ized , witty, creative, 
and flexible in training scared, tired, 
and despa i r ing s tudents . Her effor ts 
p roduced great results!" 

( C l a r k ' s w o r k is h i g h l i g h t e d in 
Ready From Within by Clark a n d 
Cynthia Stokes Brown, publ ished by 
Wild Trees Press, Navarro, California.) 

Some respondents named religious 
leaders as heros. O n e wrote "Spencer 
Kimbal l ( t h e f o r m e r h e a d of t h e 
Mormon Church) is the kind of man 
I w a n t to be . " Paul R. Nolle , of 
W e s t m i n s t e r , C o l o r a d o , n a m e d his 
pastor, Jeff Voth. Quite a few people 
m e n t i o n e d G a n d h i and Jesus Christ 
as thei r h e r o e s . O n e n a m e d Albert 
Schweitzer, the theologian, musician, 
a n d d o c t o r k n o w n for h is w o r k in 
Africa. Others listed Joan of Arc and 
Saint Francis. 

M o r e than half t h e r e s p o n d e n t s 
believe there is a difference between 
a hero and a role model . A hero is to 
b e a d m i r e d , t h e y s a i d , a n d a ro le 
mode l is to be emulated. "My heroes 
h a v e a l w a y s b e e n at a d i s t a n c e , " 
w r o t e Ann M a d d o x of M e m p h i s , 
T e n n e s s e e . "My r o l e m o d e l s h a v e 
been close up." 

"A h e r o is o f t e n w o r s h i p e d , " 
exp l a ined ano the r r e sponden t , w h o 
s a id t h a t h e r o e s h a v e " q u a l i t i e s 
a b o v e t h o s e of a v e r a g e p e o p l e , " 
whi le "a role mode l is a little m o r e 
down-to-earth." 

R e s p o n d e n t I r ene Ward s u m m e d 
it u p this way: "Although we may as 
youngsters have fictional or superhu-
m a n heroes , w e g radua te to a m o r e 
rea l i s t ic a d m i r a t i o n fo r p e o p l e w e 
meet in the course of our lives. True 
he roes are role models—individuals 
w h o have crystal-clear values and d o 
strong deeds . We should feel blessed 
w h e n they t o u c h o u r lives and w e 
shou ld w o r k hard to emula te those 
qualities that strike us so deeply." • 

Next month. Fax Forum " asks waders, 
' What's Health}' Health-Care Reform?" 
and discusses responses to "Did You 
Hear It Through the Grapevine?"July's 
survey on office gossip. 
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