
 

Certification Resource List 
 
This list is organized by capability area and designed to assist candidates in finding resources to aid in filling knowledge gap areas. It is not designed to be 
exhaustive or intended to be a must-read list. Each candidate will have their own gaps and their own personal libraries from which to prepare.  
 
Several publications may be found in more than one capability. Click the images below. If you are an ATD member, the digital TDBoK Guide is included as 
part of your membership. The TDBoK Guide is also included for those who purchase the optional ATD On Demand Preparation Course. Most resources can 
be searched and purchased through ATD or other third-party booksellers such as Amazon. 
 

Comprehensive Resources Covering Multiple Topics Across the Capabilities 
 

 
 
 
 
     
 

 
Additional Resources Focused by Capability 
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Micro Course Library 

(ATD Professional Plus members) 

https://www.td.org/tdbok
https://www.amazon.com/Fifth-Discipline-Practice-Learning-Organization/dp/0385517254
https://www.td.org/product/book--atds-foundations-of-talent-development/111814
https://www.td.org/product/book--atds-handbook-for-training-and-talent-development/112206
https://www.td.org/product/book--atd-talent-management-handbook/112125
https://www.td.org/education/atd-you-learning-library
https://www.td.org/search?categories.lvl0%5B0%5D=Course&categories.lvl0%5B1%5D=Micro%20Course&query=
https://www.td.org/education/microcourses


 
 

 

1. Building Personal Capability 
1.1 Communication • Own Any Occasion: Mastering the Art of Speaking and Presenting (2017) Palmer, Erik. ATD Press 

• 10 Steps to Successful Business Writing (2nd Edition) (2017) Appleman, Jack. ATD Press 
• 10 Steps to Successful Presentations (2nd edition) (2019) ATD Press 
• Influence in Talent Development (2021) Blade, V. ATD Press 

1.2 Emotional Intelligence & 
Decision-Making 

• Emotional Intelligence (2005) Goleman, D. Bantam Press 
• Emotional Intelligence in Talent Development (2021) Malone, P. ATD Press 

1.3 Collaboration & 
Leadership 

•  ASTD Leadership Handbook (2010) E. Biech editor. Alexandria, VA: ASTD Press 
• 10 Steps to Be a Successful Manager (2nd edition) (2019) Haneberg, L.  ATD Press 
• Focus on Them: Become the Manager Your People Need You to Be (2018) Ito, Tim; Jenkins, W.; O’Quinn, K.  ATD Press   
• Teamwork in Talent Development (2021) Bellomo, T. ATD Press 

• The New Extraordinary Leader: Turning Good Managers into Great Leaders (3rd edition) Zenger, J. and J. Folkman. New 
York: McGraw-Hill Publishers. 

1.4 Cultural Awareness & 
Inclusion 
 

• TD at Work Building Blocks of Workplace Inclusion (2017) ATD Press 
• Culture Savvy: Working and Collaborating Across the Globe (2011) Rabotin, M.  ATD Press 
• Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion for Trainers (2022) Morukian, Maria. ATD Press 
• Destination Facilitation: A Travel Guide to Training Around the World (2017) Steffey, D. Alexandria, VA: ATD Press. 

1.5 Project Management • Project Management: Absolute Beginner’s Guide, 4th edition (2017) Horine, G. Indianapolis, IN: Que Publishing.  
• Agile for Instructional Designers (2019) Torrance, M. ATD Press 

1.6 Compliance & Ethical 
Behavior 

• Business Ethics: How to Design and Manage Ethical Organizations, 2nd edition  (2019) Collins, D. Thousand Oaks, CA: 
SAGE Publications.  

  

https://www.td.org/product/book--own-any-occasion/111708
https://www.td.org/product/book--10-steps-to-successful-business-writing-2nd-edition/111716
https://www.td.org/product/book--10-steps-to-successful-presentations-2nd-edition/111916
https://www.td.org/product/book--influence-in-talent-development/112111
https://www.amazon.com/Emotional-Intelligence-Matter-More-Than/dp/055338371X/
https://www.td.org/product/book--emotional-intelligence-in-talent-development/112109
https://www.amazon.com/ASTD-Leadership-Handbook-Elaine-Biech/dp/1562867164
https://www.td.org/product/book--10-steps-to-be-a-successful-manager-2nd-ed/111908
https://www.amazon.com/Focus-Them-Become-Manager-People/dp/1562868713
https://www.td.org/product/book--teamwork-in-talent-development/112113
https://www.td.org/product/book--teamwork-in-talent-development/112113
https://www.amazon.com/New-Extraordinary-Leader-3rd-Managers-ebook/dp/B07STX6FQH/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=The+New+Extraordinary+Leader%3A+Turning+Good+Managers+into+Great+Leaders&qid=1571843603&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.td.org/td-at-work/building-blocks-of-workplace-inclusion
https://www.amazon.com/Culture-Savvy-Working-Collaborating-Across/dp/1562867369
https://www.td.org/product/book--diversity-equity-and-inclusion-for-trainers/112204
https://www.td.org/product/book--destination-facilitation/111718
https://www.amazon.com/Project-Management-Absolute-Beginners-Guide/dp/0789756757
https://www.td.org/product/book--agile-for-instructional-designers/111910
https://www.amazon.com/Business-Ethics-Practices-Designing-Organizations/dp/1506388051/ref=dp_ob_title_bk


 

2. Developing Professional Capability 
2.1 Learning Sciences • The Adult Learner, 10th edition  (2025) Knowles, M. Routledge 

• The Art and Science of Training (2016) Biech, E. Alexandria, VA: ATD Press 
• Design for All Learners (2025) Mercier, S. ATD Press 
• Learning that Clics (2022) Thompson, J., Ahn, J., Slaughter, M. ATD Press 

2.2 Instructional Design • ISD from the Ground Up,5th edition (2025) Hodell, C. ATD Press. 
• Design for All Learners (2025) Mercier, S. ATD Press 
• Design for How People Learn, 2nd edition (2015) Dirksen, J. New Riders 
• Introduction to Instructional Systems Design (2021) Hodell, C. ATD Press 

2.3 Training Delivery & 
Facilitation 

• Design for How People Learn, 2nd edition Julie Dirksen 
• The Art & Science of Training (2017) Elaine Biech.  ATD Press 
• 10 Steps to Successful Facilitation (2018) ATD Press 
• Next Level Virtual Training (2022) Howles, D. ATD Press 
• The Virtual Training Guidebook, 2nd ed. (2024) Huggett, C. ATD Press 

2.4 Technology Application 
 

• Applying AI in Learning and Development (2025) Cavalier, J. ATD Press 
• The Modern Learning Ecosystem (2022) Dillon, JD. ATD Press 
• Shock of the New (2019) Udall, C., & Woodill, G.  ATD Press 
• The LMS Guidebook (2017) Foreman, S. ATD Press 

2.5 Knowledge 
Management 

• Ready Set Curate (2015) Betts, Ben & Anderson, Allison.  ATD Press 
• Knowledge Management Basics (2009) Atwood, Christee.  ATD Press 
• If We Only Knew What We Know: The Transfer of Internal Knowledge (2012) O’Dell & Grayson. Free Press 

2.6 Career & Leadership 
Development 
 

• The New Extraordinary Leader: Turning Good Managers into Great Leaders (2019) Zenger, J and J Folkman. NY: 
McGraw-Hill 

• Leaders Start to Finish: A Road Map for Developing Top Performers (2012) Bruce, A. and S. Montanez. ATD Press. 
• Promotions Are So Yesterday (2022) Winkle Giulioni, J. ATD Press 

2.7 Coaching • Coaching Basics, 2nd edition (2016) Haneberg, L. ATD Press 
• Every Day Coaching (2017) Bianco-Mathis, V. & Nabors, L. ATD Press  

2.8 Evaluating Impact • ATD’s Handbook for Measuring and Evaluating Training, 2nd ed. (2025) Phillips, P. ATD Press 
• Four Levels of Training Evaluation (2016) Kirkpatrick, J. & Kirkpatrick, W. ATD Press  
• TD at Work Guide A Strategic Approach to Talent Development (2019) ATD Press 

https://www.amazon.com/Adult-Learner-definitive-education-development/dp/0415739020/
https://www.td.org/product/p/711615
https://www.td.org/product/book--design-for-all-learners/112501
https://www.td.org/product/book--learning-that-clics/112205
https://www.td.org/product/book--isd-from-the-ground-up-a-no-nonsense-approach-to-instructional-design-4th-edition/111532
https://www.td.org/product/book--design-for-all-learners/112501
https://www.amazon.com/Design-People-Learn-Voices-Matter/dp/0134211286/
https://www.td.org/product/book--introduction-to-instructional-systems-design/112106
https://www.amazon.com/Design-People-Learn-Voices-Matter/dp/0134211286/ref=sr_1_2?crid=35TOF0IIM5BNA&keywords=design+for+how+people+learn+2nd+edition&qid=1571761931&s=books&sprefix=design+for+how%2Cstripbooks%2C140&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Art-Science-Training-Elaine-Biech/dp/1607280949
https://www.td.org/product/book--10-steps-to-successful-facilitation-2nd-edition/111820
https://www.td.org/product/book--next-level-virtual-training/112203
https://www.td.org/product/book--the-virtual-training-guidebook-2nd-edition/112407
https://www.td.org/product/book--applying-ai-in-learning--development/112511?__queryID=c379c10a60c162a428a177411ed8799a&objectID=6A8Q8hx8lfYGslltL0Y5uA&__position=1&index=atd_composable_prod_en-US
https://www.td.org/product/book--the-modern-learning-ecosystem/112208
https://www.td.org/product/book--shock-of-the-new/111904
https://www.td.org/product/book--the-lms-guidebook/111715
https://www.td.org/product/book--ready-set-curate/111514
https://www.td.org/product/book--knowledge-management-basics/110911
https://www.amazon.com/Only-Knew-What-Know-Knowledge-dp-1451697570/dp/1451697570
https://www.amazon.com/New-Extraordinary-Leader-3rd-Managers-ebook/dp/B07STX6FQH/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=The+New+Extraordinary+Leader%3A+Turning+Good+Managers+into+Great+Leaders&qid=1571843603&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.td.org/product/book--leaders-start-to-finish-a-road-map-for-developing-top-performers/111202
https://www.td.org/product/book--promotions-are-so-yesterday/112202
https://www.td.org/product/book--coaching-basics-2nd-edition/111604
https://www.td.org/product/book--everyday-coaching/111719
https://www.td.org/product/book--atds-handbook-for-measuring-and-evaluating-training/112508
https://www.td.org/product/book--atds-handbook-for-measuring-and-evaluating-training/112508
https://www.td.org/product/book--kirkpatricks-four-levels-of-training-evaluation/111614
https://www.td.org/td-at-work-print-collections/a-strategic-approach-to-talent-development


 

3. Impacting Organizational Capability 
3.1 Business Insight • Aligning Instructional Design with Business Goals (2023) Newbauer, K. ATD Press 

• TD at Work Preparing & Defending Your Training Budget (2017)  Oliver, L., ATD Press 
• 10 Steps to Successful Budgeting (2019) Oliver, L.; Nin, E. ATD Press 
• L&D’s Playbook for the Digital Age (2021) Carson, B. ATD Press 

3.2 Consulting & Business 
Partnering 
 

• TD at Work Guide  A Strategic Approach to Talent Development (2019) ATD Press 
• Needs Assessment on a Shoestring (2023) Jones, K., Lumsden, J. ATD Press 
• TD at Work Guide Turning Trainers into Trusted Business Partners Consulting on the Inside (2011) Scott & Barnes. ATD 

Press 
3.3 Organization 
Development & Culture 

• ATD’s Organization Development Handbook (2023) Flores, B. ATD Press 

3.4 Talent Strategy & 
Management 

• TD at Work Guide A Modern Approach to Performance Feedback (2019) ATD Press 
• TD at Work Guide A Strategic Approach to Talent Development  (2019) ATD Press 
 

3.5 Performance 
Improvement 

• Performance Consulting: A Strategic Process to Improve, Measure, and Sustain Organizational Results  (2015) 
Robinson, D. & Phillips, P. Berrett-Koehler Publishers 

• Performance Basics, 2nd Edition (2016) Willmore, J. ATD Press 
3.6 Change Management • The Hard and Soft Sides of Change Management (2021) Zukof, K. ATD Press 

• Rapid Retooling (2013) Gerschel, A. & Polsky, L. ATD Press 
• Leading Change (2012) Kotter, J. Harvard Business Review. 

3.7 Data & Analytics • TD at Work Guide A Strategic Approach to Talent Development: (2019) ATD Press  
• Data & Analytics for Instructional Design (2023) Torrance, M. ATD Press 
• Effective Data Visualization: The Right Chart for the Right Data, 2nd edition (2019) Evergreen, S. Thousand Oaks, CA: 

SAGE Publications 
 

3.8 Future Readiness • Shock of the New (2019) Udall, C. & Woodill, G.  ATD Press  
• L&D’s Playbook for the Digital Age (2021) Carson, B. ATD Press  
• The Modern Learning Ecosystem (2022) Dillon, JD. ATD Press 
• Creativity in Talent Development (2021) Porter, D., Tennant, N. ATD Press 

 

https://www.td.org/product/book--aligning-instructional-design-with-business-goals/112304?__queryID=cf859a1cf1f0aca8217e785a5e59d40f&objectID=5TvEwCady255eHT4zNbh1x&__position=3&index=atd_composable_prod_en-US_newest
https://www.td.org/td-at-work/preparing-and-defending-your-training-budget
https://www.td.org/product/book--10-steps-for-successful-budgeting/111822?__queryID=32c9d87bf6fbd022debf73899e717a79&objectID=7poKqGw6vaTWiCqo7V6ySI&__position=2&index=atd_composable_prod_en-US
https://www.td.org/product/book--lds-playbook-for-the-digital-age/112115
https://www.td.org/td-at-work-print-collections/a-strategic-approach-to-talent-development
https://www.td.org/product/book--needs-assessment-on-a-shoestring/112309?__queryID=e7ec0f546d67162e7475fa1436ebd7ff&objectID=5hTIXgcbo7XsR1aKmsaNGF&__position=2&index=atd_composable_prod_en-US_newest
https://www.td.org/td-at-work-print-collections/a-strategic-approach-to-talent-development
https://www.td.org/product/book--atds-organizational-development-handbook/112301?__queryID=a0ae67a04236a6b1694d147c101a2c77&objectID=7N1nJwsNLc6sYgRDXOzQk5&__position=7&index=atd_composable_prod_en-US
https://www.td.org/td-at-work/a-modern-approach-to-performance-feedback
https://www.td.org/product/td-at-work-guide--a-strategic-approach-to-talent-development/241901
https://www.amazon.com/Performance-Consulting-Strategic-Process-Organizational/dp/1626562296/ref=sr_1_2?crid=RZRRMITBZWZH&keywords=performance+consulting&qid=1571854985&sprefix=performance+con%2Caps%2C140&sr=8-2
https://www.td.org/product/book--performance-basics-2nd-edition/111605
https://www.td.org/product/book--the-hard-and-soft-sides-of-change-management/112105?__queryID=3fea652d3110d4dbbbba4750c0a72a3c&objectID=dSyezstYgdQdZU6wV3bzm&__position=6&index=atd_composable_prod_en-US
https://www.td.org/product/book--rapid-retooling-developing-world-class-organizations-in-a-rapidly-changing-world/111309
http://www.amazon.com/Leading-Change-New-Preface-Author/dp/1422186431/
https://www.td.org/td-at-work-print-collections/a-strategic-approach-to-talent-development
https://www.td.org/product/book--data--analytics-for-instructional-designers/112302?__queryID=c6e606a33ae9438b86ec8d5f20089040&objectID=6ZxQXvUFlMWubich0B8aIO&__position=1&index=atd_composable_prod_en-US_newest
https://www.amazon.com/Effective-Data-Visualization-Right-Chart/dp/1544350880/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Effective+Data+Visualization%3A+The+Right+Chart+for+the+Right+Data%2C&qid=1571848061&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.td.org/product/book--shock-of-the-new/111904
https://www.td.org/product/book--lds-playbook-for-the-digital-age/112115
https://www.td.org/product/book--the-modern-learning-ecosystem/112208?__queryID=5c822fcee6fe228f0f6928e78e0c9996&objectID=1VGrS3Bt1lqfNzT8zYN9lO&__position=4&index=atd_composable_prod_en-US
https://www.td.org/product/book--creativity-in-talent-development/112112?__queryID=cbf751a1efb26f0708073e75b0b25c63&objectID=5klwSyydgxzcUcxqrX8rkV&__position=4&index=atd_composable_prod_en-US
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