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SURF <N GO 

Be sure to visit 

IF YOU RI-: a Net regu la r , you m a y 
find yourself drawn to certain sites 

repea tedly . They a re the places that 
you 've found useful and informative. 
So h o w can you m a k e y o u r re-
t u r n t r i p s t o t h o s e s i t e s 
more efficient arid elimi-

T K T H E ASTO'S W e b page at 
With offl ine browsers! h t t p : / / w w w . a s t d . o r g 

I h e s e t o o l s let you 
browse through your favorite 
sites quickly when you're not connect-
ed to the Net. Offline browsers work 
like this: While you're online, you se-
lect the sites (by URL, topic, o r key-
w o r d ) that you w a n t to d o w n l o a d . 
Then you log off the Internet and the 
s o f t w a r e au tomat ica l ly co l lec ts and 
stores the information on your comput-
er's hard drive. When you reconnect to 
the Web, all the information that you 
have requested is waiting for you. 

A n o t h e r a d v a n t a g e of an o f f l i n e 
browser is that it brings surfing to road 
warriors that may not have an Internet 
c o n n e c t i o n . For e x a m p l e , b e f o r e a 
plane trip, you can download sites to 
your computer and then view the ma-
terial en route to your destination. 

Offline browsers minimize connect 
t ime and al low fas ter access to W e b 
data. Yet, they also use a lot of hard 
d r i v e d isk s p a c e , e s p e c i a l l y if t h e 
d o w n l o a d e d sites contain sound and 

video clips. Here are a few of the prod-
ucts that are worth testing. (A few are 
available for free on the Web.) 
Webwhacke r 2.0, http://www.ffg.com, 

includes toolbars, utilities for find-
ing and downloading pages, 

and search tools. This off-
line reader also has a di-
rector)' so you can orga-

nize saved sites. It lets you 
c h o o s e h o w much informa-

tion to retrieve from each site, as well 
as when to update that information. 
WebEx 1.01, http://www.travsoft.com, 
works from within Microsoft Internet 
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C Y B E R - j A R G O N 

t Ba rney Page . A W e b p a g e d e - I Designosaurs. A species of nearly-
s i g n e d to cap i t a l i ze o n a c u r r e n t extinct designers that refuse to use 
trend (such as Barney-bashing). computers . 
"Have you seen the new O.J. Simp- • The Golden Rolodex. T h e hand-
son Barney page?" ful of experts that are always quot-
» Chain Saw Consul tants . Outs ide ed in news stories and asked to be 
e x p e r t s b r o u g h t in to r e d u c e t h e guests on discussion shows. Exam-
e m p l o y e e h e a d c o u n t ( leaving the pie: Henry Kissinger appea r s to be 
top brass with clean hands). in The Golden Rolodex under for-
I D e a d End U s e r s ( D E U s ) . A eign policy. 
d e r o g a t o r y p l a y on " e n d u s e r s . " I Mouse Potato . T h e o n l i n e a n d 
U s e d by s o m e t e c h n i c a l s u p p o r t interactive-TV genera t ion ' s answer 
peop le to refer to the clueless mass- to couch potato. 
e s that call wi th painfully obv ious 
tech questions. (Source: Wired magazine) 

Explorer or Netscape Navigator. You 
spec i fy the si tes you w a n t , the link 
levels, a n d the d o w n l o a d schedu le . 
W e b E x le ts you n a v i g a t e w i t h i n a 
main window or in an outline view. It 
comes preloaded with several sites in-
c lud ing Yahoo! and t h e Wall Street 
Journal Interactive Edition. WebEx 
s u p p o r t s Java apple t s , image maps , 

NEWBIE K N O W - H O W 

Here are a few tips from Comput-
er Life t ha t will h e l p you b o n d 
with your browser . 
I U p d a t e the screen display. To 
make sure you are getting the most 
recent version of a page, press shift 
(Windows) or opt ion (Mac) when 
you click the reload but ton. This 
tells Navigator to reload from the 
server ra ther than f rom the local 
cache on your hard drive. 
I L a u n c h y o u r f a v o r i t e h o m e 
page. To start f rom a page other 
than Netscape when you launch 
your browser, go lo general pref-
e rences f rom the op t ions menu . 
Then , click the a p p e a r a n c e tab, 
c h e c k t h e h o m e p a g e loca t ion 
button, and replace the Netscape 
U n i f o r m R e s o u r c e Locator with 
another URL. 
I I n c r e a s e t h e b r o w s e r ' s f o n t 
size. If your screen is difficult to 
read, you might want to change 
the font size. Choose select pref-
e rences f rom the op t ions m e n u , 
then select fonts. Set the propor-
tional and fixed font sizes to 14 or 
greater and click OK. Then select 
save opt ions f rom the menu. 
I Organ ize your bookmarks . In 
Netscape 2.0 and higher, you can 
create folders for your bookmarks. 
That way, you can organize sites 
by topic, interest, or importance. 
C h o o s e b o o k m a r k s f r o m t h e 
menu, then click just above where 
you want the n e w fo lde r to a p -
pear . C h o o s e insert fo lde r from 
t h e item m e n u , t y p e in a name , 
a n d click OK. B o o k m a r k s c a n 
then l>e dragged and d ropped into 
the appropriate folder. 
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and sound and video clips. 
Freeloader, http://www.freeloader.com, 
is a t ree, a d v e r t i s e r - s u p p o r t e d pro-
g r a m . First , y o u s e l ec t W e b s i tes , 
which are automatically d o w n l o a d e d 
to your c o m p u t e r ' s hard disk. Then , 
you can o rgan ize data f rom var ious 
Web sites into o n e of 15 categories in-
cluding computers, entertainment, and 
politics. Freeloader also displays up-
dated W e b data as a screen savei on 
your PC. 
N e t A t t a c h e P r o V 2.1, h t t p : / / w w w . 
t y m p a n i . c o m , lets u s e r s d e t e r m i n e 
whe the r the program down loads im-
ages. Java applets , Java script, inline 
plug-ins, or multimedia files. The soft-
w a r e s h o w s w h a t i n f o r m a t i o n has 
changed be tween visits and displays 
new links if they are available. A lil-
lering mechan ism saves you lime by 
highl ight ing new material each t ime 
you download a Web page. 
N e t r i e v e r 2.0 d o w n l o a d s s e l e c t e d 
pages and turns them into b i tmapped 
i m a g e s that c a n b e u s e d as e i t h e r 
w a l l p a p e r o r s c r c e n s a v e r s on y o u r 
compute r . It can d o w n l o a d pages at 
irregular intervals during the day and 
af ter a d o w n l o a d , you can view re-
t r ieved p a g e s o r h a v e the s o f t w a r e 
create a slide show that rotates a dis-
play of each image. 

SEARCH SAVVY 

Find ing in fo rma t ion on the Net 
can be onerous , even if you use 
s u c h s e a r c h e n g i n e s a s E x c i t e 
and AltaVista. However . Amulet, 
b a s e d in Acton. Massachuse t t s , 
has d e v e l o p e d a poss ib l e solu-
tion. Its Internet-based automated 
research sen-ice, Info Wizard, de-
termines where to look for infor-
m a t i o n a n d d i s p a t c h e s s m a r t 
agents to gather that information. 
Then, it creates a personalized re-
port and delivers it to the user 's 
desk top via the Web. InfoWizard 
g a t h e r s i n f o r m a t i o n f r o m t r a d e 
publ ica t ions , bus iness r e fe rence 
databases, industry news sources, 
g o v e r n m e n t da t abases , user fo-
rums, and Web sites. To sign up 
for a free trial of the product, visit 
h it p : / / w w w .i n ft >\\ i za rd.com. 

COOL SITES 

l Center for the Study of Work 
Teams W e b page, http://www. 
workteams .unt . edu . Th is s i te 
provides information about re-
sea rch and e d u c a t i o n on col-
l a b o r a t i v e w o r k s y s t e m s , in-
cluding papers presented at the 
Cen te r ' s c o n f e r e n c e s , s t u d e n t 
r e s e a r c h , a b i b l i o g r a p h y of 
team-related books and period-
icals, a n d t ra ining and e d u c a -
tional oppor tun i t i e s . T h r o u g h 
this W e b p a g e , you c a n a l so 
s u b s c r i b e t o T e a m N e t , a n e-
mail list dedicated to a discus-
sion of teamwork. 

W e l c o m e l o t h e C e n t e r f o r t h e S t u d ; o f W o r t T e a m s 

a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f N o r t h T e x a s 

SpUHMOl 

V t i l ' i N , » . i CSWT 
• BtwiroT* W tepjrxannn the rotmk AantuLj'n'-firc aj.d Skilli Con/amm K: 

* Nnr to tin* y r t n Gat-Day. g 

• • iajitsua rni.Sftifm INTAKE P»RUu 
• I«cx*tT*4 u. Teun MckrvenexiT & CamftxitmiiSystaa Efi*<vrfraeit-' 

i O f f i c e P r o d u c t s W e b s i te , 
http://www.officeproducts.com. 
Twelve major office products man-
ufacturers have launched this site to 
e d u c a t e o f f i ce w o r k e r s a b o u t im-
p o r t a n t w o r k p l a c e t o p i c s . Each 
month, the site features information 
on such topics as writing and com-
munications, computers , filing, and 
office organization. No office prod-
ucts will be sold at this site, but vis-
i to r s will b e a b l e t o l ook at a n d 
c o m p a r e a variety of p r o d u c t s for 
specif ic off ice n e e d s and a lso link 
to manufacturers ' home pages. 

Reader recommended sites 
• The Training and Deve lopmen t 
Resource center. 

ht tp: / /www.tcm.com/trdev / . This 
site p r o v i d e s I1R and t ra ining job 
listings throughout the United States 
and Canada. It also offers electronic 
resume posting, conference listings, 
training products , training and de-
velopment links, discussion groups, 
and newsgroups. 

I Faci l i ta tor Cent ra l , h t t p : / / h s b . 
baylor.edu/fuller/fac/train.htm. A 
site fo r facil i tators that i nc ludes a 
library, a list of consultants, training 
r e s o u r c e s , c o n f e r e n c e s , n e w s -
groups , and educa t iona l resources 
for facilitators. 

—Thanks to Barbara Rivers: a 
T&D wader. 

SMART COOKIES 

Cookies on the W e b aren' t swee t o r cream-filled. 
They are files that are put on your hard drive by another 

Web site. The files collect information about you and then trans-
mit it back to that o ther site. For example , if you visit HotWired 's 

site, h t tp : / /www.hotwired .com, a cookie is sent from your browser to 
the site telling it about you. In Netscape 3 0 you can select f rom the op -

tions m e n u a network preference that allows you to be warned each time 
you visit a site that requests a cookie. 

Cookie informat ion might include what type of b rowser or c o m p u t e r 
you are using, or it may include personal information such as your surfing 

preferences or sites you visit frequently. To conceal a cookie, you can 
g o to the Anonymizer W e b page , h t t p : / / w w w . a n o n y m i z e r . c o m , 

and travel the W e b incognito. However , the Anonymizer will 
prevent you f rom see ing and hear ing s o m e interactive 

content and it will bring browsing to a crawl. 
( Original source: hast Company) 
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PLUG-IN UPDATE 

A new plug-in. unveiled at Comdex 
'96, promises to turbo-charge Web 
browsing. Peak Net Jet is Java-based 
software for the Internet that report-
edly increases browsing speeds on 
Web sites and accelerates real-time 
browsing rat new sites. 

The software, which is available 
f r o m Peak T e c h n o l o g i e s , h t t p : / / 
www.peak-media.com, can increase 
a m o d e m ' s s p e e d f r o m a p p r o x i -
mately 11 percent to as high as 90 
percent by preloading links within 
a site. While viewing a Web page, 
the software automatically starts to 
down load all text and graphics of 
each link shown on the page. That 
saves t ime w h e n y o u ' r e r eady to 
click to the next link. 

Peak Net.Jet also has an intelli-
g e n t c a c h i n g s y s t e m tha t l e a r n s 
f r o m y o u r b r o w s i n g hab i t s w h a t 
sites you like the best, whe re you 

go most often, and where you have 
been most recently. It then main-
tains t h o s e si tes in the p r o d u c t ' s 
cache. 

"This Web accelerator makes fast 
b rowsing access ible to eve ryone , 
regardless of modem speed. People 
will be amazed at how much time 
Net . Je t s a v e s w h i l e s u r f i n g t h e 
Web—the more it's used, the quick-
er it becomes ," says Doug Foster, 
p r e s i d e n t of Peak T e c h n o l o g i e s . 
Foster says that the time saved will 
vary depending on users' browsing 
patterns. Visitors that b rowse a set 
number of sites frequently will have 
better results than random surfers. 

Peak Net.Jet is Windows 95 and 
W i n d o w s NT c o m p a t i b l e a n d 
w o r k s wi th N e t s c a p e 2.0 or later 
and Microsoft Internet Explorer 3.0. 
A Mac version of the software is in 
the works. 

O N THE R O A D . . . A G A I N 

San ta Clara , C a l i f o r n i a - b a s e d 
TravelNet Voyager lets travelers 
b o o k air. hotel, and car reserva-
tions from their desktop or laptop 
c o m p u t e r . C o r p o r a t e t rave le rs 
and travel agents can use the sys-
tem to automatically search nego-
t i a t ed r a t e s f r o m m o r e than 
16,000 properties. 

To book a trip, a user clicks on 
the TravelNet icon, enters a pass-
word, and provides basic informa-
tion such as preferred travel dates, 
depar tu re time, and destination. 
The product displays room avail-
ability and cost, arranged by "best 
rate," on a user's computer screen. 
Once a hotel is selected. Voyager 
b o o k s the room and provides a 
confi rmat ion number . The com-
pleted reservation is forwarded to 
a travel agency for ticketing. 
(Original source: Business Wire) 

If it's your j o b to see tha t e m p l o y e e s put the i r best foot f o r w a r d 

r e p r e s e n t i n g your c o m p a n y a b r o a d , then m a k e s u r e they a r e a s 

p r e p a r e d a s possible . Make s u r e t h e y ' r e Berlitz p r e p a r e d . 

Quick, t h o r o u g h a n d cost-effect ive. Berlitz is t he w o r l d w i d e l eader 

in l anguage ins t ruc t ion — wi th over 115 y e a r s of expe r i ence . 

And wi th over 3 2 0 l a n g u a g e c e n t e r s in over 32 coun t r i e s — Berlitz 

will be the re , w h e r e v e r a n d w h e n e v e r y o u r emp loyees need s u p p o r t . 

If you wou ldn ' t s e n d a n y o n e o t h e r t han y o u r bes t people a b r o a d , 

m a k e s u r e they have the bes t l a n g u a g e skills and c ross -cu l tu ra l 

t r a in ing they can get. T h a t m e a n s Berlitz. 

T h e ups ide is success . The d o w n s i d e is, we l l . . . unaccep tab le . 

Call for your F r e e C o n s u l t a t i o n today. 

1-800-528-8908 ext. 45 

Berlitz 
Helping the World Communicate 

Who takes the fal l if 
your employees fai l in 
international business? 
Y o u d o . Your w h o l e company does. 

Circle No. 129 on Reader Service Card 
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